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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under \he provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 6 is objected to because of the following infonnalities: Claims 4 and 22 
must be ended by a period Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 y 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 13-16. 23, 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Stern et al (6,069,565), 

Regarding claims 13-14 and 16, Stern et al discloses a telescope (5) in which a 
magnified optical lens is inherent, a first illumination source (13a) positioned relative to 
the optical lens to direct light upon the object (15), a polarizer (30) is located between 
the first light source and the object, a second illumination source (13b) positioned 
relative to the optical lens to direct light upon the object (15), a second polarizer (30a) 
positioned between the second light source and the object and a view polarizer (40) 
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positioned between a viewer (26) and the object to polarize light reflected from the 
object (see figure 3A and column 1 1 , lines 3-1 0). 

Regarding claims 15 and 27-28, see column 12, lines 40-41 and column 34, line 
64, for the use of laser diode. 

Regarding claim 23, it is inherent that the light sources (13a and 13b) are powered 
by a power source. 

4. Claims 1 3-16. 23, 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Satoh et al (US2003/00261 1 0A1 ). 

Regarding claims 13-14 and 16, Sato et al discloses a magnified lens (4 or 44) to 
produce an image of an object to be observed by a viewer (6 or 42), a first illumination 
source (1 1 A) positioned relative to the optical lens to direct light upon the object, a 
polarizer (PL1 ) is located between the first light source and the object, a second 
illumination source (11 B) positioned relative to the optical lens to direct light upon the 
object, a second polarizer (PL2) positioned between the second light source and the 
object and a view polarizer (AL) positioned between a viewer (6) and the object to 
polarize light reflected from the object (see figures 1 and 5). 

Regarding claims 15 and 27-28, see page 1, paragraph [0010] and [0012] and 
page 3, paragraph [0041], for the use of white LEDs. 

Regarding claim 23, it is inherent that the light sources (1 1 A and 1 1 B) are powered 
by a power source. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
-> Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-12, 17-22. 24-26. 29-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable.over Satoh et al in view of Binder (6,032.071) and Alfano et al (6,587.71 1 ). 

Regarding claims 1-4, 11-12. 17-21. 31, 33, and 42-43. Satoh et al does not 
explicitly teach that the light sources including a plurality of diodes and polarizers are 
positioned about the circumference of the optical lens; however, such a feature is 
known in the art as taught by Binder. Binder, from the same field of endeavor, teaches 
that the light sources (510) can be formed a ring around the lens section (410) (see 
figures 5-6). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to an^ange the light sources and polarizers of Satoh in 
the form of a ring as taught by Binder because such arrangement would provide a 
better image received by the viewer or video camera. 

Regarding claims 1.11-12, 22, and 42-43, Satoh et al teaches that different kinds 
of illumination light can be used (page 4, paragraph [0072]) and Alfano et al (of record) 
teach the use 3 color LEDs (figure 3). Thus, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use different light 
wavelengths or colors as taught by Alfano et al because the device would function in 
the same manner. 
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Regarding claims 5, 12, 32, 42, 43; Satoh et al teaches the use of a switch for 
controlling each of the light emission devices (13) (page 3, paragraph [041]. Thus, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include in Satoh et al a third mode for initiating the first and 
second light sources simultaneously because it involves only routine skill in the art. 

Regarding claims 7-10, 23-26, and 34-37, Alfano et al (of record), from the 
same field of endeavor, discloses a spectral polarizing tomographic dermatoscope in 
which a battery (31 1) is used (figure 4). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to replace the power source 
of Satoh et al as taught by Alfano et al because the battery is useful in a hand held 
device, also using a battery would avoid the use of power cord when using A/C power. 

Regarding claims 29-30 and 40-41 , It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to replace the optical lens of 
Satoh et al or Binder by a Hastings Triplet lens with a 1 0 X optical gain because they 
would function in the same manner. A substitution one for another is generally 
recognized being within the level of ordinary skill in the art. 

Regarding claims 6,17-18, and 38-39, see page 1, paragraph [0010] and [0012] 
and page 3, paragraph [0041] of Satoh et al, for the use of white LEDs. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Suzaki et al (4,773,097), Martens et al (5,363,854) and 
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Gutkowicz-Krusin et al (6,081,612) relate to a system and method for inspecting 
anomalies of the skin. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hoa Q. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2426. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM to 6 PM, Monday through 
Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory J. Toatley, Jr. can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext. 77. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). y /I 
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